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Call for 2027 Abstracts, Posters and Presentations

2027 Conference - “Full STEAM Ahead” Representing our community and connections
between science, technology, education, art, and mathematics

Oregon Chapter of The Wildlife Society || February 9-11 || Seaside, Oregon

Seaside Conference Center - https://ortws.ora/events/annual-conference/

We invite abstracts for oral presentations and posters, special session proposals, and
ideas for other facets of the program. All topics in wildlife, vertebrate biology, habitat
management, conservation, and application of research findings to conservation and
management practices are welcome.

***Abstract Deadline: Close of business December 9, 2026 ***

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

Tuesday, February 9 - Registration Opens, Plenary and Invited Speakers, Contributed
Sessions, Poster Session, Student/Professional Mixer, and more!

Wednesday, February 10 - Contributed Sessions, Banquet, Awards, Raffle, and Silent Auction.
Thursday, February 11 - Field Trips (tentatively)*, Workshops*, Special Events, and Adjourn

*Separate registration is required

ABSTRACT SUBMISSION

Abstracts for oral presentations and posters must be submitted electronically by close of
business December 9, 2026 at the following link.


https://ortws.org/events/annual-conference/
https://ortws.org/events/annual-conference/2027-abstract-submission-form/

Please limit abstracts to 250 words.
We strongly encourage all students to present! Feedback on your abstracts will occur by
January 4, 2027.

We currently have 6 special sessions: Listening to Western Forests, Sagebrush, Habitat
Connectivity, Species of Greatest Conservation Need, Pollinators and Forest Management,
and Human-Wildlife Interaction. If you are taking part in one of these invited special sessions
you must still submit an abstract, just select the session you are taking part in from the
drop-down menu. If you have not been formally invited to take part in a special session but it is
appropriate for a special session, please list the session name as the first of your three
keywords. If not selected for the session, your abstract will still be considered for a contributed
breakout session.

ABSTRACT GUIDELINES
Specifications:
Length: Limit 250 words

Font: Times New Roman, 12-point

LE 11

Specify the presentation type, either “full length oral presentation”, “ignite oral presentation” or
“poster presentation”.

Title - Title case (see example below), capitalizing the first letter of each substantive word, bold
face, ending with a period. Note that articles and prepositions are not capitalized unless they
are the first word of the title: the second half of a hyphenated term is not capitalized.

Author name(s) - Follow directly after title, standard face, type in upper and lower case. No
period following middle initial(s).

If the presenting author is not the first author on the abstract, bold the presenting author, add
an * and at the bottom of the abstract add the language “ * presenting author.” Please include
the email for the presenting author as shown in the example below.

Abstract - New line, Indent. Single-space and type in upper and lowercase (sentence case).
Leave only 1 space between a period and the start of the next sentence. Scientific names
should be italicized and should accompany the 1st use of the standard English name.
Standard English names of organisms should be capitalized (e.g., Foothill Yellow-legged Frog,
Little Brown Myotis, Red-shouldered Hawk). The abstract should summarize the paper with an
emphasis on results and their meaning.

Example:

The Most Exciting Research and Management Talk in Oregon. Jane Researcher,
jane.researcher@university.edu, Joe L Manager, Jack C Doe, and Dana Grady.



mailto:jane.researcher@university.edu

Ungulates are declining across North America, in particular the rare and endemic group
of unicorns. We monitored the Common Unicorn (Unicornus commonus) using telemetry over
30 field seasons from 2040 to 2070 on the east side of the Cascades....

Note for software associated with oral presentations:

Visual support for oral presentations will only be allowed in PowerPoint format for PCs
(Apple-based format will not be acceptable). PowerPoint presentations should be MS-Office
2013 or later version to ensure greatest compatibility with anticipated projection equipment and
computer support. As always, give credit where credit is due by naming the image owner. If an
image is copyrighted, get permission from the image owner before using it.

RESEARCH AND MANAGEMENT UPDATES (IGNITE PRESENTATIONS)

Want to present at the conference but you don'’t yet have all your results, or you have a new
management consideration or project for your peers? Consider a shortened, 7.5-minute update
that provides brief background, brief methods, and preliminary results. The goal for these talks
is to allow your peers to know what you’ve been working on and allow for discussion. Make
sure the presentation type is “IGNITE.”

POSTER PRESENTATION GUIDELINES

Each poster should be contained within a 3-foot-high x 4-foot-wide area. Please contact poster
session lead Grant Broyles at freasurer@ortws.org if you have additional questions about
display boards and/or the size of your poster.

Be sure to submit an abstract for your poster by close of business December 9, 2026 at the
following link.

BEST STUDENT PRESENTATION AWARDS

All student presenters are automatically entered into the following competitions unless they opt
out during abstract submission or do not qualify:

e Best Undergraduate Student Poster Award
e Best Graduate Student Poster Award
e Les Eberhardt Student Presentation Award (best student oral presentation)
To be considered for the Les Eberhardt Student Presentation Award individuals must:

e Present research that was developed and completed while they were a student —
Proposed research will not be considered


mailto:treasurer@ortws.org
https://ortws.org/events/annual-conference/2027-abstract-submission-form/

o Be currently pursuing a degree in wildlife biology or a related field (e.g., ecology, natural
resources, fisheries biology, entomology, forestry, soil science, etc.) — OR —have
graduated within the past year and be presenting research conducted as a student

2027 Les Eberhardt Award Details

e The winner of this award will receive funding from ORTWS to attend and present at the
next National TWS Conference (pending abstract acceptance)

e The recipient’s name will be added to the Les Eberhardt Award Plaque and kept in Nash
Hall at Oregon State University

Judging Process
o All student presentations will be evaluated by 2—3 judges
o Oral presenters will not know who the judges are but may request feedback afterward

o Poster presenters will be approached during the session by judges who will identify
themselves as judges and ask for a brief (2-minute or less) explanation of the poster

Note: All student poster presenters are considered for awards unless you opt out in the
abstract submission process.

For judging criteria and more details, visit the ORTWS Awards page.

CALL FOR ADDITIONAL SPECIAL SESSIONS

We encourage submission of full special sessions (in addition to those listed above which are
currently moderated panel discussions) devoted to a single topic or theme. Special sessions at
the 2027 Conference should encompass a 2-hour and 40 minutes time slot, which can be
formatted in a variety of different presentation styles; ORTWS encourages unique and different
presentation styles, including, but not limited to:

o Moderated Panel Discussion - Six or more individual speaker presentations around a
similar topic, developed with a moderator introducing and concluding the various
speakers. Question and answer at the conclusion are encouraged to be built into the
session time.

o Collaborative Discussion - Attendees are encouraged to participate in the discussion,
led by a moderator and possible speakers, and may be in the form of roundtable topics.

o Point-Counterpoint Panel - Moderated discussion focused on various sides of a topic,
which may or may not include presentations.

o Conversation Starter - Moderator is prepared to facilitate an open discussion along a
particular topic. They begin with a five- minute intro of the topic or sides of the topic,
then open to the audience for interactive discussion.


https://ortws.org/opportunities/awards/

Special sessions submitted after the call for abstracts will be evaluated and accepted as space
and time allows. To submit an inquiry for a special session, please contact abstract committee
chair, Cheng Cheng Goy at cgoy@ortws.org

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!

We are looking for volunteers to serve as session chairs and/or student judges. Please reach
out to Cheng Cheng Goy at cgoy@ortws.org or indicate your interest when you submit an
abstract or register for the conference.

For additional questions on the conference, or if you are interested in volunteering contact

Vice President & Conference Chair, Vanessa Schroeder at vanessaschroeder@ortws.org



mailto:cgoy@ortws.org
mailto:cgoy@ortws.org
mailto:vanessaschroeder@ortws.org

